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Honourable Governor, Honourable Councillors, Chief Regional
Officer, All Management Cadre, Ladies and gentlemen

Good morning.
I would like to welcome you back to this August House.

Today marks the last Ordinary Regional Council meeting of the Erongo
Regional Council for the year 2024. As we reflect on this year’s journey,
we give thanks to the Almighty for blessing us with wisdom, courage
and strength to face challenges and the goals we achieved.

| extend my deepest gratitude to all of you for your unwavering
commitment, hard work and dedication throughout the year. It is through
our combined efforts, shared vision and values that we have continued to
shine as a region of excellence and remain a force to be reckoned with.

Before | delve into my statement, allow me, fellow Honourable
Councillors, to announce a new Director of the Development Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluation Directorate, Mr Dismon Kambatuamasa,
who reported for duty on 1 December. You might remember him,
attending our Regional Development Committee meetings representing
the Henties Bay Municipality, and also standing in for the Chief
Executive Officer of Henties Bay Municipality at various platforms.

Welcome Mr Kamba, and be assured of our support, as you complement
the CRO’s senior management team. We are looking forward to the
fruitful and constructive accomplishment of our programmes and
projects. Once again please feel welcome. On a related note, | also want

to cheer our Chief Regional Officer who has clocked a year with us
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since his joining on 1 December 2023. We appreciate your service and
the achievements Mr CRO.

Hon Governor, fellow Honourable Councillors, permit me to express on
your behalf, our heartfelt gratitude to the Namibian Nation, for their
unwavering commitment to upholding laurels of democracy during the
just-ended national and presidential elections. Their dedication to
fostering peace and stability in our country is deeply rooted in the spirit
of Ubuntu. I therefore urge, that we remain united in pursuit of peace
and preserving these principles, which are the foundation of our national
heritage.

Ladies and gentlemen,

During my monthly announcements in this August House throughout the
year, | made mention of our achievements and challenges. | thus thought
to take another approach on this last meeting of the year 2024.
¢ We finalised the recruitment of the Audit Committee. The
committee is now fully functional and has already made a mark
with their review of our financial statements
¢ The Erongo Regional Council was rated as the top achiever in the
Customer Service Charter, OPM rating that covered all the
regional councils in Namibia
¢ We recorded a 76% score on the Affirmative Action Compliance —
through the Employment Equity Commission
¢ We scored a 100% compliance in the post implementation of the
Human Resources audit report.
¢ For the very first time, we have recorded 99% commitment on staff
performance appraisals (PA). This literally means all our
employees are periodically assessed and receive feedback from

their supervisors on their performances.
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On the hardware, we have recorded many achievements on two major
projects;
¢ The first phase of the 30 kilometres Ozondati-Ondjombo-Omatjete
pipeline was completed this year. The ground-breaking of the
second and final phase was also accomplished during this year.
¢ A five kilometre !Nara pipeline was completed in the Walvis Bay
Rural Constituency.
¢ Nearly 1 kilometre of tarred street was commissioned in
Okombahe
¢ Three schools were built in Henties Bay and Walvis Bay — these
will possibly be opened to the pupils in the first quarter of the year.
¢ The Uis Settlement Office was also commissioned this year.
¢ And finally, our Governor, Hon Neville Andre was accorded the
Best African Governor award.

Ladies and gentlemen, these are just a tip of the accolades we were able
to knock off in 2024, we expect to complete so many of these impactful
developmental projects in 2025.

As we approach the end of 2024, let us take a moment to honour and
celebrate the incredible lives and sacrifices of the heroes and heroines
who fought selflessly for the freedom, peace and stability we enjoy
today in this beautiful Republic. Their courage, vision, and unwavering
commitment to this motherland laid the foundation for the prosperity
and tranquillity we often take for granted.

The year was filled with significant events, some deeply emotional and
others marked by great joy. Among moments of sorrow, we mourned the
loss of one of the nation’s greatest Statesmen, the late president, His



Excellency Dr Hage Geingob. May his remarkable legacy continue to
inspire us for generations to come.

We also lost many dedicated compatriots under unforeseen
circumstances. May their memories inspire us to contribute
meaningfully to our communities, nurture peace, and create
opportunities for all as we step into a new era filled with hope and
promise.

Fellow Honourable Councillors, Ladies and gentlemen,

We are formally in the festive season, | therefore, would like to appeal to
everyone — both visitors to the Erongo Region and its proud inhabitants
— to take responsibility for preserving our region’s endangered species
and natural heritage. It is important to adhere to the guidelines by
visiting designated sites only and respecting our fauna and flora.
Together, we can preserve the beauty and biodiversity of our region and
safeguard it for future generations.

| would further like to remind everyone travelling within and beyond the
Erongo Region to prioritize safety on our roads. Let us all adhere to
traffic regulations, avoid speeding, and never drive under the influence
of alcohol. Remember, our lives are precious. Plan your journeys
carefully, and ensure your vehicles are roadworthy, as this is helpful to
reduce accidents and ensure that everyone reaches their destination
safely. Let us make this festive season a joyful and memorable one by
prioritizing safety at all times.

Fellow Honourable Councillors, Ladies and gentlemen and those
following this statement on social media.



As a Regional Council, we take this moment to reflect deeply on the
challenges faced by those among us who are less fortunate. While the
festive season is a time of joy and celebrations, for many it amplifies the
struggles of life. We all need to work hard and create opportunities to
uplift their circumstances and the hope to keep thriving.

Lastly, | implore all of us to carry the spirit of unity and determination
into the future as we strive for even greater accomplishments in 2025.
As a subnational government, the ERC commits to work very closely
with the Namibian Police and other law enforcement mechanisms in the
Region as we strive to ensure the safety of the residents as well as the
visitors.

With these few words, | would like to wish the Honourable Councillors,
staff and management of Erongo Regional Council, the Residents of the
Region and the visitors to this Region of Excellency, a blessed festive
season. And a prosperous New Year.

Thank you very much for listening. May we be blessed.



